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CWSS-SCM 2015 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

 

Monday November 18
th

. 

1:00 – 5:00 pm Optional Tour 

6:00 – 10:00 pm Industry Reception 
 
Tuesday November 19th 
7:00 – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast 
8:00 – 8:05 am Opening remarks – CWSS President 
8:05 – 10:05 am Graduate Student Presentations 
10:05 – 10:30 am Refreshment Break 
10:30 – 12:00 pm Graduate Student Presentations 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:00 – 2:30 pm Graduate Student Presentations 
2:30 – 3:15 pm Refreshment Break & Poster Viewing (Authors Present) 
3:15 – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Cereal, Oilseed & Pulse crop weed Management 

 Rangeland, Forestry & Industrial Weed Management 

 Horticulture & Special Crop Weed Management 
6:30 pm  Optional Dine Around 
 
Wednesday November 20th  
7:00 – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast 
8:00 – 8:10 am  First nation Welcome 
8:10 – 8:15 am CWSS Welcome address 
8:15 – 10:20 am Plenary “New Ways of Thinking about Weed Management” 
10:20 – 10:40 am Refreshment Break 
10:40 – 12:00 pm Plenary “New Ways of Thinking about Weed Management” 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:00 – 3:00 pm Plenary “New Ways of Thinking about Weed Management” 
3:00 – 3:15 pm Refreshment Break 
3:15 – 5:00 pm Glyphosate Workshop 
7:00 pm  CWSS Awards Dinner 
 
Thursday November 21st 
 
7:00 – 9:00 am Breakfast & CWSS Annual General Meeting 
9:15 – 12:00 pm Concurent Sessions 

 Corn, Soybean & Edible Bean Weed Management 

 Weed biology, Ecology & Invasive Weed Management 

 Provincial reports & regulatory Updates 

  

http://www.weedscience.ca/
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PRE-CONFERENCE TOUR 1 – SUMMERLAND RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

AND OKANAGAN CULTURE EXPERIENCE AT MISSION HILL 

The Summerland Research and Development Centre was established in 1914, in the heart of 
the Okanagan Valley in British Columbia, and is geographically located in a semi-arid eco-
zone that is Canada’s most water challenged and yet most biologically diverse eco-region.  

Research at the Centre is focused on building resilient 
and profitable horticultural production systems. The 
relatively mild climate in southern BC allows the 
production of high-value tender fruit crops (tree fruits, 
grapes, berries) that cannot be grown in most regions of 
the country. The Centre is in an ecologically sensitive 
location and surrounded by urban development. The 
unique setting and limited water supply inspires 
researchers at the Centre to focus on sustainable crop 
production practices to help preserve and enhance the resilience of such sensitive 
environments within and across Canada. 

Summerland Research and Development Centre is a Minor Use Pesticides Program site which 
conducts research trials on potential solutions to grower-identified pest problems. 

Timelines  

12:45 pm - Meet in hotel conference lobby 
1:00 pm - Leave the hotel 
5:00 pm - Return to hotel 

PRE-CONFERENCE TOUR 2 – BC TREEFRUIT PACKING HOUSE AND OKANAGAN CULTURE 

EXPERIENCE AT SUMMERHILL 

BC Tree Fruits Packing House is a modern food handling facility that uses Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAPs) and HACCP in their production, packing and storage operations. They also 
run a cidery at the Kelowna facility. BC Tree Fruits takes great pride in delivering delicious fruit 
and beverages to their customers.  

Timelines  

12:45 pm - Meet in hotel conference lobby 
1:00 pm - Leave the hotel 
5:00 pm - Return to hotel 

  

http://www.weedscience.ca/
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agriculture-and-agri-food-research-centres-and-collections/british-columbia/summerland-research-and-development-centre/?id=1286197216280
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PLENARY SESSION - AGENDA 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
THEME: “New Ways of Thinking about Weed Management” 

 
Jennifer Grenz - Embracing relational science: What an indigenous worldview offers complicated issues 
in invasive species management 

James Littley - The forgotten science of aquatic weed management 

Dr. Mohsen Mesgaran - A deeper look at weeds with deep learning 

Dr. Robert Bourchier - Keeping biocontrol in the weed management tool box 

Dr. Catherine Tarasoff - Biocontrol resistance in St. John’s wort – Challenges of invasive species 
management in rangeland ecosystems 

Dr. Timothy Paulitz - The effect of glyphosate on soil microbial communities: fake news vs. facts 

Dennis Prouse - The politics of pesticides 

Adrienne Ivy - Connecting, engaging, translating: How to bridge the gap between modern agriculture 
and consumers 

 

GLYPHOSATE WORKSHOP - AGENDA 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
 

Dr. Charles Geddes - Glyphosate residues in soil 

Dr. Chris Willenborg - Pre-harvest Glyphosate use/residues 

Eric Johnson - Options for a life without glyphosate: costs or benefits and efficacy 

TBD - Environment and human health toxicology 
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Jennifer Grenz 
Jennifer Grenz has a B.Sc in Agroecology from the 

University of British Columbia where she is currently 

a Ph.D. Candidate in Integrated Studies in Land and 

Food Systems.  Jennifer has been working in the field 

of invasive plant management for 17 years for various 

non-profit agencies with her most recent post as 

Executive Director of the Invasive Species Council of 

Metro Vancouver.  She currently works as a 

consultant/contractor on invasive species management 

issues for all levels of government.  Jennifer served on 

the board of the North American Invasive Species 

Management Association and was President in 2013.  

Jennifer has traveled extensively across North America presenting key note lectures on invasive species 

management issues and effective communication strategies to different government agencies including 

US Senators and House Representatives.  Jennifer is Interior Salish and her family comes from the 

Lytton First Nation.  Her current work is the culmination of her experience in invasive species 

management and her Indigeneity.  Supported by a Social Science and Humanities Research Council of 

Canada Fellowship, Jen is examining the application of an Indigenous world view to Invasion Biology 

and Ecological Restoration.  A farm kid most of her life, Jen is happy to carry on this tradition with her 

husband and three children on their small farm in Parksville, BC where they raise chickens and do 

custom growing for local chefs. 

 

James Littley 
As the Operations and Grants Manager for the 

Okanagan Basin Water Board, James has become the 

staff expert on invasive milfoil control and invasive 

mussel prevention and policy recommendations for 

the Board.  As part of his job, he manages the invasive 

milfoil removal program in the Okanagan covering 

five large lakes, and is very familiar with the effects of 

invasive milfoil in water.  As the Grants Manager, 

James is passionate about supporting work to enhance 

and restore water quality, and to improve water 

conservation, as well as enhancing biodiversity and 

ecosystem function.  As part of his role as Grants 

Manager, he currently sits on the Board of Directors 

for Environment Funders Canada.  Before his work at the Water Board, James served for over 13 years 

in the Canadian Forces Reserve, earning the Canadian Forces Decoration.  He continues to be involved 

with the Canadian Forces locally by acting as Treasurer for the British Columbia Dragoons Regimental 

Council Society.  He earned his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Human Geography from UBC 

Okanagan in 2012, a Certificate in Local Government Administration from Capilano University in 2015, 

and his Master of Arts focussed on local government sustainability policy in B.C., from UBC Okanagan 

in 2018.  In his free time, James enjoys camping, hunting, and kayaking with his kids, and teaches them 

that they are a part of nature and not separate from it. 

http://www.weedscience.ca/
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Catherine Tarasoff 

Catherine graduated from Thompson Rivers 

University in 1998, after which she attended Oregon 

State University and earned a PhD in Crop Sciences 

with an emphasis on Weed Science, and a minor in 

Rangeland Ecology in 2007.  Dr. Tarasoff went on to 

become the Invasive Plant Ecologist at Michigan 

Technological University.  She recently moved back 

to British Columbia and runs her own consulting 

company, as well as holding an adjunct position at 

Thompson Rivers University, in the Department of 

Natural Resource Sciences.  She has been a 

Professional Agrologist for 17 years through the BC 

Institute of Agrology.  Her primary interest revolves 

around ecosystem restoration, in particular incorporating principals of plant biology and community 

ecology to understand and control invasive plant species. 

 

Robert Bourchier 

Rob is a research scientist in insect ecology and biological control 

with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) in Lethbridge, 

Canada.  Prior to working with AAFC, Rob worked for the 

Canadian Forest Service on the biological control of invasive 

forest pests.  Specific research interests include: host-plant insect 

interactions; population dynamics of biological control agents and 

their hosts; influence of habitat and climate on the impact and 

dispersal of invasive species and biocontrol agents; and risk 

assessment of biological control.  He is currently Canadian lead 

for collaborative projects developing new biological control 

agents for several invasive plants, including knotweeds, 

phragmites, garlic mustard and swallowworts.  He designed and 

implemented the operational biological control programme for 

invasive weeds in Alberta which is self-sustaining and has been 

running since 2001.  As an adjunct professor at the University of 

Toronto, additional projects with collaborators and graduate 

students have included work on the ecology of invasive species 

and to estimate the impact and efficacy of established biocontrol agents. 
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Mohsen Mesgaran 
 

Mohsen B. Mesgaran is an Assistant Professor of Weed Ecology 

at the Department of Plant Sciences, University of California, 

Davis.  Prior to that, he worked as a research fellow and postdoc 

at the University of Melbourne and Stanford and the University 

of Alberta. He studies the eco-physio-evolutionary processes 

underpinning the spread and escalation of weedy and invasive 

plants both in agricultural and natural systems.  He uses a 

diverse variety of tools and techniques including advanced 

modeling, remote and proximal sensing, image processing, and 

GIS to develop “eco-tech” solutions for ecological management 

of weeds as well as a better understating of the spatial and 

temporal variability of weed populations and communities. 

 

 

 

Timothy Paulitz 
Dr. Timothy Paulitz is a Research Plant Pathologist with the 

USDA-ARS Wheat Health, Genetics and Quality Research Unit in 

Pullman, WA. since 2000.  Prior to that, he was an assistant and 

associate professor at Macdonald Campus of McGill University in 

Quebec from 1989 to 2000.  He also had postdoctoral positions at 

USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR and Colorado State University.  He 

received his PhD in plant pathology from the University of 

California, Riverside in 1984.  His research focus is on fungal and 

nematode root diseases of wheat, barley and other rotation crops, 

with an emphasis on Rhizoctonia, Pythium, Fusarium and 

Heterodera.  He has also worked extensively on root diseases in 

direct-seed cropping systems.  In the last 11 years, he has 

investigated the bacterial and fungal communities in in the soil 

and roots of wheat cropping systems using next-generation DNA 

sequencing.  He has investigated how farming practices such as 

direct seeding, herbicide use, and fertilizer may affect broad microbial communities, including 

beneficial microbes. 
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Dennis Prouse 
Dennis Prouse is Vice President, Government Affairs at CropLife 

Canada, communicating the vision of CropLife Canada to elected 

officials, political staff, and senior public servants at all levels of 

government.  Dennis also maintains a strong network of relations with 

CropLife Canada’s stakeholder groups, exchanging information and 

ensuring coordinated action on legislative, regulatory and policy 

initiatives.  Dennis has 30 years of experience in government relations 

and public affairs.  He was a senior executive for a major national trade 

association, and was an executive for a large public affairs consultant 

group.  Dennis spent five years working on Parliament Hill, including 

three years in the Prime Minister’s Office.  Dennis served on the Board 

of Directors of the Government Relations Institute of Canada for six 

years.  He has also been recognized for six years on The Hill Times 

annual list of the Top 100 Lobbyists in Ottawa. 

 

 

 

Adrienne Ivey 
 

Adrienne Ivey is passionate about 
agriculture, and is dedicated to sharing her 
farm stories with consumers as well as 
inspiring other agriculture enthusiasts to do 
the same.  Her love of agriculture began as a 
young girl, growing up on a grain farm in 
North East Saskatchewan.  She now farms 
and ranches with her husband and children 
near Ituna, Sk.  Following her decision to 
leave corporate agriculture to be on the farm 
full time, Adrienne discovered her love of 
communicating with consumers.  She could 
see the honest questions that people had 
about modern food production, and through 
social media, as well as her blog, View From 

The Ranch Porch, she made it her mission to answer as many of those questions as possible.  
Through unique opportunities such as a TEDx talk, or attending the McDonald's World 
Convention, Adrienne is connecting with everyday people, helping drive change in food 
perceptions.  For her communications work, she was awarded the Food and Farming Champion 
Award in 2017 by Farm and Food Care Saskatchewan.  In 2014, Adrienne and her husband, 
Aaron, were named Saskatchewan Outstanding Young Farmers. Their farm currently 
encompasses a cow/calf herd, a feedlot as well as a grain farm. 
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